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Director's pen...

Adoption of improved crop production and
protection technologies, like high yielding
varieties, fertilizers and pesticides have been
helpfulin making India a self-sufficient nation
in food production. With the advancement of
improvementin technologies, populations of
many opportunistic animals, like
invertebrates (insects, mites etc.) and
vertebrates (rodents, birds and some higher
vertebrates) have increased manifold,
challenging the food production in a big way.
Among these, the damage caused by
vertebrate pests like rodents alone is
somewhere between 5-15% in crop fields
and storage. Likewise many bird species though regarded as beneficial
fauna, however a few of them are depredatory in nature and cause
significant damage to arable and perennial crops. In recent years
Human-Wildlife conflict is also been encountered in agriculture as
many higher vertebrates, like blue bull, wild boars, monkeys etc. take a
heavy toll from our crop fields. There is an urgent need to manage these
vertebrate pests effectively for enhanced crop production. CAZRI has
the distinction of being a pioneer Institution to initiate R&D activities
on vertebrate pests. Establishment of an AICRP on Rodent Control at
this Institute in 1977-78 is a testimony of our efforts. The AICRP on
Rodent Control was later converted to All India Network Project (AINP)
on Rodent Control and recently during 2014-15 the AINP was upgraded
as AINP on Vertebrate Pest Management by including two more
vertebrate components viz., birds and higher vertebrates. The Institute
is coordinating and monitoring the vertebrate pest management
research at national level through ten centers located in various agro-
ecologies of the country. AINP on Vertebrate Pest Management has
evolved many effective technologies and the same are being
transferred atvarious levels through several capacity building activities.
Management of depredatory birds and higher vertebrates deserve
altogether a different strategy as they all have legal protection through
Wild Life Protection Act of India. For such pestiferous animals, many
eco-friendly management technologies have been evolved by project
centers. The Institute is sharing technical knowledge on Human-Wild
life Conflict in Agriculture in general and eco-biology and management
of rodent pests in fields and storage, eco-biology and management of
depredatory birds and major higher vertebrates in agriculture. The
Institute is also working towards generating awareness among
stakeholders for effective implementation of vertebrate pest
management through public participation.

O.P. Yadav
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Blast incidence severity in field conditions
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Research Activities

Promising blast resistant male sterile and restorer parents
identified in pearl millet for arid regions: In pearl millet,
blast disease which is caused by fungus Magnaporthe grisea
is becoming a major disease besides downy mildew in arid
and semi arid regions. Hence it becomes imperative to breed
downy mildew and blast resistant hybrids for arid ecology.
During the kharif 2019, 215 pearl millet hybrids developed
by using 20 male sterile and 29 restorer parents were
evaluated at the Institute under rainfed conditions. More
than 500 mm rainfall was recorded at the Institute research
farm during the cropping season which created congenial
environment for severe blast incidence. Blast incidence was
recorded on 0-9 standard scale at post flowering stage in
each hybrid. Based on the hybrid performance, parental
genetic potential for blast resistance was assessed based on
array means of blast score. Female parent ICMA 15222 and
ICMA 08555 gave maximum resistant hybrids, followed by
ICMA 06888, ICMA 16666 and ICMA 16222. All hybrid
combinations of ICMA 04555 and ICMA 08333 were found
susceptible for blast. Performance of restorer parent for blast
score based on array mean depicted very high contribution
of CZI 2017/8 by giving 100 per cent resistant hybrids,
followed by CzZI 2014/3, CzZI 2013/8 and CZI 2005/22.
Whereas all hybrids of restorer parent CZ12018/4,CZ12018/6
and CZI 2018/9 showed susceptibility for blast. The male
sterile lines of ICRISAT ICMA series 15222, 08555, 06888,
16666, 16222 and restorer parents of CAZRI CZI series
2017/8, 2014/3, 2013/8, 2005/22 are found to be potential
donors for blast resistance. These parental lines may be used
intensively for blast resistance breeding programme in arid
regions.

JMSHITAY 05222 3R AISTSINTE 2013 /8 B <IRT AN &
forg wfoRredt ufaferar
Resistant response of ICMA 05222 x CZI 2013/8 against blast

R.K. Solanki, R.K. Kakani, S.K. Singh and S.K. Gupta
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Experimental plot of pearl millet intercroped with green gram

with multi-slot divisor and runoff collection tank

Saer AraTe 3R gefter AR

Soil erosion from agricultural fields of arid region: Soil
erosion causes monetary losses as fertile soil loses its
nutrients. Transportation of soil nutrients from the
agricultural fields results in poor crop yields and reduced
economic returns. Studies were conducted in arid region of
Gujarat to monitor soil losses occurring from the
experimental field plots comprising various treatments, i.e.
sole treatments, intercropped (cereals with legumes), and
control (cultivated fallow and unploughed fallow). Rainfall,
runoff and soil loss was studied for 4-year period (2013-
2016). Total annual rainfall during the years 2013, 2014, 2015
and 2016 was respectively 291, 193, 346, 139 mm, which was
received in 16, 16, 10 and 6 rainy days, respectively. Of the
total rainy days in four years, runoff from the experimental
outlets could be collected during 3, 3, 1 and 0 days in 2013,
2014, 2015 and 2016, respectively. It is observed that the
annual soil loss was the highest in the year 2013 and the
lowest in year 2015, which shows that amount of annual
rainfall does not have a direct impact on the amount of soil
erosion. Instead, the rainfall intensity is the major factor
responsible for the soil erosion as 262 mm of total annual
rainfall (76% of 346 mm) in the year 2015 was received in
three consecutive days (27-29 July). The highest amount of
soil loss occurred from the two control plots in comparison to
other cropped treatments, which is due to direct hammering
effect of the raindrops in the control plots where crops were
not grown. Among the two control plots, soil loss was higher
from the cultivated fallow treatment due to loosening of soil
through ploughing operations.
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g st A= SUERT ¥ gU
qfH FaT &R1 BT ATAT
Annual soil loss occurring from various treatments
in experimental plots

Deepesh Machiwal and Sushil Kumar
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61" Foundation Day Celebration: The Institute celebrated
its 61" Foundation Day on 1 October 2019. Prof. Santanu
Chaudhury, Director, Indian Institute of Technology Jodhpur
was the Chief Guest on this occasion. Dr. R.K. Bhatt and Dr.
B.K. Mathur Former Head of Divisions, ICAR-CAZRI were the
Guests of Honour. Prof. Santanu delivered foundation day
lecture on 'Artificial Intelligence (Al) in Agriculture' in which
he briefly highlighted the developments in the field of Al and
its possible use in decision making process for the
development of agriculture. He stressed upon use of COBOT
(Co-working Robot) instead of robot considering the scarce
availability of manpower in India. This was followed by the
main function where Dr. Bhatt and Dr. Mathur shared their
views on the journey of institute development. Prof. Santanu
also released two publications; Special Issue of '‘Maru Krishi
Chayanika' on Water and 'Good Agricultural Practices'.
Earlier, Director I/c Dr. Praveen Kumar welcomed the guests
and shared the achievements of institute in research,
technology generation and human resources development.
Large number of retired employees of institute along with
other invited dignitaries graced this occasion. On this
occasion employees from scientific, technical, administrative
and supporting category were awarded for their outstanding
contributionsininstitute development.

Hon'ble Union Minister for Science & Technology, Earth
Science and Health & Family Welfare Dr. Harsh Vardhan:
Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Hon'ble Union Minister for Science &
Technology, Earth Science and Health & Family Welfare,
Government of India launched Department of Science &
Technology funded 'Water Innovation Programme' at
Institute on 6 December. Dr. Harsh Vardhan said that this
Water Innovation Programme would help in developing new
technologies to reduce water evaporation losses and
increase water use efficiency in water deprived arid region of
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India. This project will be implemented in four arid districts

i.e. Jodhpur, Jaisalmer, Barmer and Bikaner with the help of
six national Institutes ICAR-CAZRI, Jodhpur; ICAR-IISWC,
Dehradun; NIH, Roorkee; ICAR-CIAH, Bikaner; ICAR-CSWRI
RRS, Bikaner and NIAM, Jaipur. ICAR-CAZRI, Jodhpur will
work as Lead Centre for this programme.

Earlier Dr. O.P. Yadayv, Director, CAZRI in his welcome address
highlighted the challenging conditions of uncertain and very
low rain, high temperature, low soil fertility and other limited
resources prevalent in arid region. He expressed that Water
Innovation Programme will give new technologies and use of
these modern technologies along with traditional farming
can increase the income of farmers and also sustain the arid
ecosystem.

Hon'ble Union Minister for Science & Technology, Earth
Science and Health & Family Welfare Dr. Harsh Vardhan
visited Institute: Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Hon'ble Union Minister
for Science & Technology, Earth Science and Health & Family
Welfare visited different experimental sites at research farm
viz.; agri-voltaic farming, sewage treatment plant, animal
fodder block and export oriented pomegranate production.
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During the visit to agri-voltaic system (AVS) the minister
emphasized on developing such models in the country to
harness abundantly available solar energy to produce
electricity from the land that might also be suitable for
farming. He also visited the field where napier hybrid (Co-4)
is being grown with rainwater harvested from roof top of
nearby buildings. He greatly appreciated model of export
oriented pomegranate orchard and said that such self-
sustained orchards with respect to water and energy are
need of the time.

Activities under Schedule Caste Sub Plan

Three days farmers' training programme by RRS,
Jaisalmer: A three days on-campus training programme on
‘Increasing farm productivity through integrated farming
system' was organized for farmers of Basanpeer village
during 15-17 October. The programme was inaugurated by
dignitaries including, Sh. Namit Mehta, District Collector;
Mrs. Anjana Meghwal, Zilla Pramukh and Sh. Om Prakash
Mehra, CEO. All the dignitaries motivated the farmers to
adoptimproved technologies as advised by the scientists and
subject matter specialists for enhancing their income. Dr.
M. Patidar briefed about the activities of the institute and
also encouraged the farmers to adopt integrated farming
system. During this training farmers' were given knowledge
on improved package of practices of different arable crops,
importance of horticulture in integrated farming system,
insect pest management of important crops of the particular
region, pasture development, year round fodder production,
importance of soil health management and compost
preparation, animal production, agro meteorology advisory.
Improved vegetable seeds were also distributed to the
farmers during the training. Total 62 farmers and farm
women participated inthe programme.
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Field day for kharif crops at Utambar village: A field day was
organized on 17 October to showcase the impact of superior
technologies and practices to other farmers in the region.
The Director, team of scientists from the Institute and
farmers visited the demonstration farms of beneficiary
farmers. The performance of the MPMH-17 pearl millet
variety was immensely appreciated by everyone since
rainfall was extremely delayed and sowing was undertaken
on 29 July. The field visits were followed by a Kisan Goshthi in
which 155 farmers participated. Director appreciated the
efforts of farmers who have switched to IFS (horticulture,
vegetables, fodder crops and livestock along with traditional
arable crops) to enhance sustainability and farm income. He
stressed upon importance of adopting simple practices such
as line sowing in cumin (against the prevalent traditional
practice of broadcasting) to reduce costs and improve
production. Dr. Pratibha Tewari interacted with women
farmers. Detailed interaction on scientific cultivation of rabi
crops and animal husbandry was held between farmers and
scientists from the Institute.

Farmers' Scientist Workshops by RRS, Bikaner: Farmers'

Scientist workshops on the latest technologies for
production of rabi crops for 33 farmers of Beethnok village on
6 November, for 30 farmers of Salasar and Kolasar villages on
7 November and for 32 farmers of Naiyon ki Basti and
Meghasar villages on 8 November were organized under the
Scheduled Caste Sub-Plan (SCSP) by Regional Research
Station, Bikaner. During these workshops, Scientists apprised
the farmers about the improved technologies for rabi crops

in arid regions and advised them to get maximum benefits in
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the SCSP. The farmers were also briefed about the advanced

production technologies of field and horticulture crops. After
the workshop, seeds of improved varieties of wheat,
mustard and isabgol along with fertilizers were given to each
farmers.

Farmers training and input distribution at RRS, Jaisalmer:
One day training on “Improved cultivation practices of rabi
crops cum input distribution” programme was organized at
RRS Jaisalmeron 22 November. Thirty three farmers of village
Basanpeer participated in this training programme. Farmers
having tube-well for irrigation have been selected under
SCSP programme for training and input distribution.
Improved seeds of cumin (GC-4) and mustard (NRCHB-101)
with fertilizers have been distributed among these farmers.
Farmers were briefed about different aspect of the rabi crop
cultivation such as land preparation, sowing methods,
irrigation scheduling, fertilizer application, weed control and
insect pest management.

Training under Green Skill Development Programme:
CAZRI-ENVIS Centre on Combating Desertification organized
one month training course on “Plantation Techniques and
Utilization of Renewable Energy in Arid Zone” under Green
Skill Development Programme (GSDP), Ministry of
Environment, Forest & Climate Change, New Delhi from
September 14 to October 14. Seventeen personnel
representing the diverse group from western Rajasthan
successfully completed the course. Shri B.K. Dwivedi,
Regional Manager, Rajasthan State Seed Corporation
Limited, as the Chief Guest at the valedictory function
appreciated the course contents of the training programme
and encouraged the trainees to use the knowledge gained
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during the programme for self-employment and creating job
opportunities for others in their region. Dr. Praveen Kumar,
Director I/c emphasized that due to climate change the
importance of plantation techniques and renewable energy
has increased and the acquired skill and knowledge gained
during the course can be used for betterment of livelihood.
Dr. J.P. Singh, ENVIS Coordinator, briefed about the
programme and the modules covered during this training
under GSDP.

Off-campus training programme on Oyster Mushroom
production: An off-campus training programme on “Oyster
mushroom production techniques” was organized during
15-16 October at Popawas Panchayat to create awareness
among the partner farmers about improved mushroom
production techniques under capacity building programme
of farmer FIRST Project. The programme comprised of both
the lectures, practical demonstrations and experience
sharing session by mushroom grower Mr. Jitendra. The
programme was attended by 32 farmers from the four
villages of Popawas Panchayat. The participants were given
hands on training by Dr. S.K. Singh on substrate preparation,
precaution to be followed while filling in polybags and
harvesting methods. Demonstration on post-harvest
processing and value addition were given by Dr. Pratibha
Tewariand Dr. Savitha Singhal.

Model training course on Management of Vertebrate Pests
in Drylands: An eight days Model Training Course (MTC) on
“Management of Vertebrate Pests in Drylands for Enhancing
Farmers Income” sponsored by Directorate of Extension,
Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare,
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare (GOI) was
organized by Network Coordinating Unit of AINP on
Vertebrate Pest Management at the Institute during October
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15-22. There were 24 participants representing seven states
of country viz., Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Bihar, Rajasthan,
Telangana, Tamilnadu and Delhi. The Programme was
inaugurated by former Vice Chancellor of Maharaja Ganga
Singh University, Bikaner Dr. G.R. Jakhar. Besides the faculty
of the Institute, the resource persons were also invited from
PITSAU, Hyderabad, ANGRAU, Maruteru, PAU, Ludhiana,
NRCIPM, New Delhi, RAJUVAS, Bikaner, AU, Jodhpur and
JNVU, Jodhpur. In all there were 32 lectures and practical
covering the various aspects of vertebrate pest

management.

5 g &

Short course on protected cultivation for horticultural
crops: ICAR sponsored 10 days short course on 'Protected
cultivation for enhancing resource use efficiency and
productivity of horticultural crops' was organized during
October 15-24 at the Institute. Eighteen participants from 9
states participated in the training course. During training
course, 25 theory lectures and 11 practicals were organized.
The programme was inaugurated by the Dr. S.K. Singh,
Director, ATARI, Jodhpur. Dr. O.P. Pareek, former Director of
CIAH, Bikaner was the chief guest during valedictory
function.
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Skill training cum demonstration on preparation of multi
nutrient animal feed block: Hands-on skill training on
'Preparation of multi-nutrient animal feed block' using locally
available feed resources was organized at Dantiwada village
Mandore panchayat samiti, Jodhpur on November 22.
Twenty-five farmers and farm women participated in the
programme. Preparation of multi nutrient animal feed block
using locally available resources such as molasses, wheat
bran, salt, dolomite, guar korma, methi powder etc. was
demonstrated. Farm women actively participated by
practicing the method themselves. The method of feeding
the nutrient blocks to animals was also demonstrated. The
farmers' queries on the use of feed block such as when to
feed, how much to feed, etc. were addressed. As part of the
training, multi-nutrient feed blocks were distributed to farm
women. The cards for recording daily milk production were
also provided.

Training on High Density Plantation of Arid Fruits: A
training course on “Latest Techniques in High Density
Plantation of Arid Fruits (Guava, Pomegranate, Ber)” was
organized at the Institute during November 25-29. This
training was sponsored by the Directorate of Horticulture
(MIDH), Government of Himachal Pradesh, Shimla. The
training programme was inaugurated by Dr. Ishwar Singh,
Director (Extension), Agricultural University, Jodhpur as chief
guest and Dr. Praveen Kumar, Director (I/c), CAZRI. A total of
15 officials from the state of Himachal Pradesh attended the
training programme. The entire course was designed to
provide a comprehensive understanding about the recent
techniques of high density plantations in arid fruits along
with hands on training on ber budding to the participants.

FeTd-3uea Ut ydts R WiHsgu grT fam
uifta ufdreror srfea: G § IRA™ Y rgaa™
IRYe, 95 [Seell §RT RS fHAml 1 3Mfed JRem Bq
PHels—SURI HrEiie] Jee vy iR & ey uieor

ICAR short course on Post-harvest Management: A ten
days ICAR short course on “Post-harvest management for
economic security of farmers in arid zone” organized by the
Institute during December 3-12. Dr. S.K. Singh, Director,
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ATARI, Jodhpur was the chief guest in inaugural session. He
was of opinion that food processing can be a media of change
inemployment generation and entrepreneurship. During the
inaugural session Director, Dr. O.P.Yadav highlighted thatthe
research in post harvest processing is very important and
that food processing sector can play a major role in food and
financial security. A total of 13 participants including 8
women from various states of India like J&K, Karnataka, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat and Haryana. Scientists of the
institute delivered lectures on water harvesting, small scale
processing unit establishment, production and marketing of
processed products, governmental schemes in food
processing sector, solar energy devices, animal food
production and management etc. Practical sessions were
organised on pearl millet buiscuits, flakes, cakes, extruded
products, goat milk paneer, chocolate making, and animal
feed block production. Participants also visited Agriculture
University, Jodhpur and Annkoot Agro Food Private Limited,
Jodhpur.

Celebration of Fertilizer Application Awareness
Programme: KVK, Jodhpur celebrated the fertilizer
application awareness programme and live telecast of
launching programme on DD-kisan (addressed by Sh.
Narendra Singh Tomar, Ho'ble Minister of Agriculture & FW)
at Institute on 22 October. Director Dr. O.P. Yadav urged the
farmers to use balance dose of fertilizer for optimizing crop
yield. Sh. N.R. Bamaniya, Joint Director, Horticulture,
Jodhpur was the special guest for the programme. 47 farmers
participated in this programme.
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Lecture on climate change research in India: A lecture on
'Climate Change Research in India: Retrospect and Prospects'
was delivered by Dr. Akhilesh Gupta; Advisor, DST and Head,
SPLICE and Climate Change Programme, DST on November
11. Dr. Gupta gave brief introduction about global climate
change observations and projections. He highlighted that
India has made very significant progress in the field of climate
change science as well as in climate change adaptation and
mitigation efforts in recent years. He underlined India's effort
to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases and it is being
among top five countries in solar energy production. The
director and scientists of the institute participated in the
programme.

Workshop for improving skills of on court cases: Institute
organized a workshop on “Improving skills of Administrative
Staff of ICAR dealing with court cases” from 25-27 November.
It was attended by the concerned employees of 18 ICAR
Institutes from 10 states. During the three days, interactive
sessions on different legal aspects were taken by the panel
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Advocates of ICAR from Rajasthan High court. The topics
included concepts of court cases, case studies of cases in CAT,
High court and Supreme court, preparation of comments/
rejoinders/reply etc., handling of SLP/civil appeal and
contempt cases. The participants were also given exposure
of research work at the institute through field visit.

Lecture on "Communal Harmony and Nationality” was
organized at the institute on November 26 in which
Additional Superintendent of Police (Prevention of
Corruption) of Jodhpur (Rural) Dr. B.S. Lakhawat, while giving
a lecture on 'Communal Harmony and Nationality', said that
communal unity is a great nature of India where different
types of religions and people who believe in it have been
living together for centuries. Defining nationality, Dr.
Lakhawat said that nationality is a psychological process and
emotion that shows a feeling of brotherhood or affection
towards a nation or the people of a nation or country.

Stake holders meeting on hio-acoustic technology: A
meeting of the stake holders of Bioacoustic technology was
organized by Network Coordinator, AINP on Vertebrate Pest
Management (VPM) at the Institute on November 29. The
meeting was attended by 30 participants including
scientists, innovators of the Bioacoustic technology,
manufacturers of the gadget, officials from state line
departments of Gujarat, Rajasthan and Telangana, officials of
Krishi Vigyan Kendras, innovative farmers from Rajasthan,
beneficiary farmers of Telangana. Dr. Praveen Kumar,
Director I/c highlighted the problem of higher vertebrates
like blue bulls, wild boars etc in agriculture and said that use
of deterring sounds is a unique way of keeping these animals
away from the crop fields. Dr. R.S. Tripathi, Network
Coordinator, AINP on VPM, ICAR-CAZRI, Jodhpur briefed the
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participants about the objectives of the meeting. The private
firms manufacturing of bio-acoustic and related gadgets
presented the utility of various gadgets in management of
wild animals and detailed about their functioning. The device
was practically demonstrated to farmers and other
participants.

Institute recognized for outstanding contribution to
KRISHI Portal: Knowledge based Resources Information
Systems Hub for Innovations in agriculture (KRISHI) is an
initiative of Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) to
bring its knowledge resources to all stakeholders at one
place. The portal is being developed as a centralized data
repository system of ICAR consisting of Publications,
Technologies, Geo-spatial data and Data generated through
Experiments/ Surveys/ Observational studies.

The proactive implementation of ICAR research data
management guidelines and uploading of all publications
and technologies by ICAR-CAZRI was recognized during
Fourth National Workshop of Officer Incharge, Data
Management (ICAR Research Data Repository for Knowledge
Management Initiative/KRISHI)” organized by ICAR-Indian
Agricultural Statistics Research Institute (IASRI), New Delhi at
NAS Complex from 10-11 December 2019. The Appreciation
Certificate was given by Dr. Trilochan Mohapatra, Secretary
(DARE) and DG (ICAR). Dr. B.L. Manjunatha, Nodal Officer of
KRISHI Portal received the appreciation certificate on behalf
of theinstitute.
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Swachhta Diwas was observed on October 2 highlighting
the theme "Ek Kadam Plastic Waste Mukt Bharat Ki Aur" at
RRS, Jaisalmer. All the employees of CAZRI RRS, Jaisalmer
actively participated with zeal and enthusiam in the cleaning
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activity. Plastic bags, glass bottles lying near premises
outside of compound wall were collected and disposed off.

Jal Shakti Mela: KVK, Pali organized Jal Shakti Mela at
Balada village in Jaitaran block on 2 October. Chief guest of
the function was Shri S.R. Beda, Dy. Director, Agriculture
Department, Pali. About 345 farmers and farm women
participated in this mela.

Championship in ICAR Zonal Sports Meet (West Zone): A
contingent from the Institute participated in ICAR Zonal
Sports Meet (West Zone), 2019 at ICAR-CSWRI, Avikanagar
during 14-18 Novemeber. Team CAZRI was adjudged overall
champion and bagged a total of 21 medals with ten gold,
seven silver and four bronze medals. Sh. Sumer Chand
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Katoch, Sh. Narpat Singh and Smt. Varsha Pidwa won more
than one medals in track & field and field events. CAZRI
performed well in team events also and won gold in relay
race and foot ball and silver in basket ball and volley ball
(Shooting).

Constitution Day was celebrated on 26 November, At this
occasion, Director Dr. O.P. Yadav administered oath to all the
officers and employees of the Institute for fulfilling the
purpose of the constitution, upholding the dignity of the
constitution sovereignty of the nation and for the protection
of the constitution. A lecture was also held on the day of
Constitution day. Prof. Dr. P.S. Bhati, Ex Head, Department of
Political Science, JNVU, Jodhpur delivered a lecture on
“Constitution of India and Duties of Public” on this day.
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World Soil Day 2019: World Soil Day 2019 with the theme of
the year “Stop soil erosion save our future”
celebrated at the Institute on 5 December, 2019 and its was
organised by Jodhpur Chapter of Indian Society of Soil
Science and Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Jodhpur. Farmers from

has been

Salawas and Chokha village and students from Chopasni
Senior Secondary School, Saraswati Bal Bharti Senior
Secondary School and Jai Narayan Vyas University
participated in the celebration. As a part of the celebration
three events e.g. written quiz competition, extempore on soil
health and interactive workshop with farmers were
organised to increase awareness on soil health among
farmers and young students. Dr. O.P. Yadav, Director in his
inaugural address stressed upon the importance of soil
health in human life and the seriousness of wind erosion in
arid region and the need to cover the soil with native
vegetation and for protection against erosion. Earlier, Head
Integrated farming Division and President, Jodhpur Chapter
of ISSS welcomed the delegates. Secretary, Jodhpur Chapter
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of ISSS brief about the history of World Soil Day celebration.
During the concluding session of the celebration, prizes and
certificates were awarded to the winners of the event.

World soil health day was also organized by Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Pali at village Budhwada. The programme was
inaugurated by Chief Guest Sh. S.R. Beda, Deputy Director
Pali.

Agriculture, In this programme 212 farmers

participated. Dr. Ramawatar, AD, Horticulture, Pali told about
government programmes benefit for farmers and
farmwomen. Dr. Dheeraj Singh emphasized the importance
of soil health cards. He called upon the farmers to recycle soil
nutrients for maintaining soil health to grow low water
consuming cropsinarid condition.

Field day on mustard was organized at Aratia village on 5
December by KVK, Pali with the objective of enhancing
awareness and knowledge about improved variety of
DRMRI 31 through frontline demonstrations in village. The
programme was attended by more than 175 farmers and 11
farm women from Rohat block.

Quinquennial Review Team visited KVK, Jodhpur on 16
December. Dr. S.L. Mehta, Chairman. QRT and Ex-Vice
Chancellor of MPAUT, Udaipur and other members Dr. S.M.
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Adhikar and Dr. S.K. Raut and Member Secretary Dr. Arvind
Kumar visited the KVK and evaluated the activities and its
impact on production system. They also interacted with the
farmers and farm women of villages Boranada, Lunawas
Khara, Salawas, Rohicha Kalan, Palari Ranawata, Lordi
Dejgara, Lawaran, Shekhala and Bilara about the impact of
the technologiesin Agriculture and Animal Science.

Cleanliness fortnight was celebrated from 16-31 December.
On 16 December Director of Institute administered the oath
of cleanliness to scientists, officers and employees of the
Institute. During this fortnight, a cleanliness drive was
launched by the officers and employees to clean the office
premises and area outside the main gate.

CTO (One Advance Increment)

e Dr. Mahendra Kumar Choudhary w.e.f. November 30,
2014

e Sh.Jagdish Singh Chouhanw.e.f.July 1,2015
ACTOto CTO

e Dr.R.P.Singhw.e.f.January1,2018

e Dr.SavitaSinghalw.e.f. January 1,2018
STOto ACTO

e  Mrs. Mamta Meena w.e.f. December 10,2017

e Sh. Rajendra Prasad Parihar w.e.f. January 1, 2018
(Retired w.e.f. 31-01-2019)

e Dr.TralokiSingh w.e.f. February 21,2018
e Sh.SurjeetSinghw.e.f. January 23,2018
e Dr.Manish Mathur w.e.f20.02.2018
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Dr. R.K. Singh, Principal Scientist (Land and Water
Management Engineering) ICAR-CAZRI, Jodhpur to ICAR-
CIAE, Bhopal on November 26,2019

Dr. Sushil Kumar, Scientist (Agronomy) ICAR-CAZRI-RRS,
Kukma-Bhujto CAFRI, Jhansi on November 30,2019

Dr. Rahul Dey, Scientist (Economic Botany) ICAR-CAZRI-
RRS, Kukma-Bhuj to VPKAS, Almora on November 30,
2019

Dr. Julius Uchoi, Scientist (Fruit Science) ICAR-CAZRI-RRS,
Jaisalmerto NBPGR, New Delhion December 21,2019

Dr. R.C. Kasana, Principal Scientist (Agricultural
Microbiology) ICAR-CAZRI, Jodhpur to ICAR-CIPHET,
Ludhiana on December 30,2019

Retirements

October: Sh. Jassu Khan, SSS; Sh. Mangi Lal (S/o
Girdhari), SSS

November: Dr. Bhagwan Singh, Principal Scientist; Sh.
R.C. Bissa, ACTO; Sh. Sumer Singh Gehlot, TO; Smt.
Sushila, SSS

December: Sh. AmarJeet Singh,TO; Sh.S.N.Sen, TO

Visit Abroad

Dr. O.P. Yadav, Director attended CGIAR Research
Program on “Grain Legumes and Dryland Cereals (CRP —
GLDC), Science meeting at Nairobi, Kenya during
November 25-30, 2019.
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